
     ccademia dei Georgofili was established in Firenze
on June 4, 1753, on the initiative of Ubaldo Montelatici,
Lateranense Canon, "to encourage contemporary
fellows to provide services, experiences, tests and
observations with the extent to bring to perfection
agricultural art in Tuscany". 
In 1767, Gran Duke Pietro Leopoldo acknowledged the
importance of the Accademia’s activities and officially
consigned it some rooms in Palazzo Vecchio.
Accademia then headquartered in Sala dei Leoni up to
1802, when a larger place in Via Ricasoli was made
available. 
Following the Unification of Italy, Accademia dei
Georgofili become a National Entity and in 1897 was
formally acknowledged as a National Institution.
In 1932 Academia was recognized Moral Entity and had
in the free loan of the ancient Torre de’ Pulci, located
within Loggiato degli Uffizi Corti. Academia still locates
now in this same prestigious place. On May 27 1993, a
massive car bomb exploded near the secondary
entrance provoking the death of five people, many
wounded victims and severe damages to surrounding
buildings, including cultural and artistic heritages. 
The long and complex restauration was guided by
President Franco Scaramuzzi and lasted almost three
years. On March 11,1996 the Italian President Oscar
Luigi Scalfaro inaugurated the restored Academia seat.
At the start of the third millennium a more capillary and
enlarged activity at national and international level is
provided by the Accademia, which opened specific
Sections, 6 to represent Italian main groups of regions,
and one in Bruxelles. 
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THE LIBRARY
Current ly,  the Library owns more than 80.000
books, booklets,  monographs and per iodicals,  and
i t  aggregates legacies and donat ions in organized
Founds. Between them, i l  Fondo REDA (Ramo
Editor ia le degl i  Agr icol tor i )  was acquired with the
support  of  Cassa di  Risparmio di  Firenze and
consists of  18.000 volumes. 
In addi t ion,  the Library owns three Incunabulums,
several  books from the 1500s and 1600s, and a
large amount of  publ icat ions dat ing XVII I  and XIX
centur ies.
The catalogue, cont inuously updated, is avai lable
consul t ing the Academia websi te.
The Library her i tage is avai lable v ia Serviz io
Bibl iotecar io Nazionale (SBN) and via the
WorldCat catalogue of  the Onl ine Computer
Library Centre (OCLC),  the larger wor ld book data
bank. 

EXIBITIONS AND
GUIDED TOURS 

The value of  the documental  patr imony contained
in the Library,  the Archives and the Photo Library
is incomparable,  and i ts var ious elements are
object  of  h istor ical  analyses and studies f rom
scient ist  and scholars belonging to di f ferent
discipl ines.  Publ icat ions and exposi t ions of  such
mater ia l  ( in v ivo at  the Academia and vir tual)  are
per iodical ly organized by the Academia on
speci f ic  topics.  Rooms in Academia are decorated
with paint ings and statues by di f ferent Authors,  in
addi t ion to some paint ings belonging to
“Sopr intendenza Archeologia,  Bel le Art i  e
Paesaggio per la c i t tà metropol i tana di  Firenze e
le province di  Pistoia e Prato”.  
Vis i ts are by appointment only.

THE PHOTO LIBRARY
Several  publ ic and pr ivate donat ions have
provided a huge amount of  t radi t ional  and old
pictures,  photographs, negat ive f i lms. So far,  and
in the awareness of  i ts  histor ical  value, Georgof i l i
are producing a dedicated photo l ibrary.  The only
col lect ion provided by REDA includes 70.000
black and white and coloured photos,  and about
30.000 sl ides,  negat ives and negat ive plates,
drawings.

THE ARCHIVE

I t  includes about 12000 manuscr ipts,
correspondences maintained through centur ies,
memories sent to Academia and presented to
publ ic in the occasion of  Assembl ies.  
The archive preserves histor ical  essays, papers
and documents containing requests of  opinion to
Georgof i l i  about several  agr icul tural  issues. 

HYSTORIC ARCHIVE (1753-1911)

This sect ion col lects the ent i re wr i t ten Georgof i l i
mater ia l  (correspondences, assembl ies meet ings,
memories) produced dur ing the f i rst  hal f  of  the XX
century.  This part  of  the archive is accessible on
the Academia websi te,  and in pr inted format.  

CONTEMPORARY SECTION 

 

Accademia dei  Georgof i l i ,  uninterruptedly
from1753, dedicates i tsel f  to study and
deepen the main problems and uncertaint ies
of agr icul ture,  environment and food systems
and to faci l i tate the spreading of  scient i f ic
knowledge, the innovat ion and the educat ion.
With th is aim, Georgof i l i  are act ive in the
direct  organizat ion of  seminars,  meet ings,
workshops and promote dedicated research
coordinated by Academics or dedicated
working groups. Resul ts and outcomes are
outreached and disseminated through
edi tor ia l  instruments (pr int  or  digi ta l  media).  
The working method fol lowed by Accademia is
based on the observat ion and acquis i t ion of
new science-based tools and knowledge and
on their  implementat ion and publ ic di f fusion.
Updated synthesis dedicated to larger
audiences, including decis ion and pol icy
makers are produced, to faci l i tate the
adopt ion of  responsible social  and economic
choices. 
The conservat ion and valor isat ion of  the
histor ical  her i tage as far as the edi tor ia l
act iv i ty are also part  of  the Georgof i l i  cul tural
and civ ic aspirat ion and inspirat ion.

EDITORIAL ACTIVITY
The Accademia has a relevant edi tor ia l  act iv i ty,
ei ther in press or digi ta l .  Tradi t ional  per iodicals 
 ( “At t i  del l ’Accademia dei  Georgof i l i ”  and “Riv ista
di  stor ia del l ’agr icol tura”) ,  bul let t ins ( the weekly
“Georgof i l i . Info” and monthly “Not iz iar io dei
Georgof i l i ” ) ,  as wel l  as histor ical  monographs,
catalogues and exposi t ion guides are produced.

THE SCIENTIFIC
ACTIVITY 

 


